
MINUTES
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 19, 2011

11-118 REGULAR MEETING AND CONSENT AGENDA

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, September 19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321. Board members
present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron
Cordes, Jim May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Treasurer’s Report was removed from the Consent Agenda in order to discuss the Point and Pay
Debit/Credit System under Pending and New Business.

A motion was offered by May with support from Schweitzer to approve the Agenda with the one
change noted above and to approve the items in the Consent Agenda. There was no discussion
and the motion carried 7-0.

11-119 PUBLIC COMMENT

Bob Galbraith addressed sewer billing issues and policies for a building he owns at 5351 Alpine NW.
The building was assigned 6 REU’s in 2004. Mr. Galbraith stated that he has been charged for all 6
REU’s even though his building has had a 30-40% vacancy rate since 2008. Mr. Galbraith stated that
he has been overcharged and requested that the Board credit to his future sewer bills in the amount of
the overcharge. Mr. Galbraith also inquired about the possibility of contacting Alpine Township when
a building is not operating at full capacity to proportionally decrease the amount of the sewer bill
relative to occupancy. Mr. Galbraith thanked Treasurer Townsend for bringing the sewer issue to his
attention.

Kent County Sheriff’s Deputy Nate Ertle addressed the Board regarding multiple police calls to the
Gipper’s Bar and Grill located at 3850 Alpine Avenue NW. Calls involve an alleged shooting of two
individuals in a parking lot on September 11, 2011, large groups of individuals fighting, and a serious
beating of one person that required hospitalization over a number of days. Deputy Ertle provided
information on other police calls to the Gipper’s location noting 18 incidents in the past year that
required response from the K.C. Sheriff’s Department. K.C. Sheriff Caption Kelley was also present.

Kevin Peterson, the attorney for Tipoff Sports Lounge LLC dba Gipper’s Sports Bar and Grill,
addressed the comments made by the Kent County Sheriff’s Department. Mr. Peterson stated that in
response to the recent police calls at Gipper’s, the owner would be installing additional cameras in the
parking lot and hiring three additional security guards. In regard to the alleged shooting, Mr. Peterson
noted that Gipper’s management did not hear any gunshots on that night. Attorney Peterson pointed
out that the only violation of the liquor license regulations that Gipper’s has to date are NSF checks to
the Liquor Commission and this has been resolved.

Nai Gang Lin, the owner of Gipper’s Sports Bar and Grill, addressed the topics of safety and security.
He stated three additional security guards would be added at the bar. Mr. Lin explained that a total of
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15 security guards are employed at the bar and that the fights have involved girls, as opposed to male
gang members. Mr. Lin said he would change the themes of their Saturday dance nights if needed.
When asked by Supervisor Arends if he submitted footage of his bar to the police regarding the
September 11th shooting, Mr. Lin stated that the police did not ask for the footage until several days
later and the footage had already been taped over.

Jesse Benedict, manager for Gipper’s Sports Bar and Grill, came before the Board to specify the bar’s
practices involving maximum capacity. Jesse stated that prior to the September 11th shootings, their
promoter used a ticker counter to monitor the bar capacity. After the incident, Jesse told the Board that
he personally monitored the number of people entering the bar.

Deputy Nate Ertle addressed the Board a second time in response to the statements by the Gipper’s
staff and attorney. Deputy Ertle affirmed the Sheriff Department’s belief that the shooting took place in
the Gipper’s lot and not in an adjacent lot. He cited three witnesses who observed the shooting take
place at Gipper’s and stated blood from the victims was found. In response to Mr. Lin’s claim that the
police waited several days to ask for video surveillance, Deputy Ertle stated that the Sheriff’s
Department contacted the bar the day after the shooting and that Mr. Lin agreed to provide a copy of
the footage. When the police came to collect the footage later in the week, Mr. Lin claimed the footage
had accidentally been taped over. Deputy Ertle also specified that it was not only girls involved in the
incidents at Gipper’s, but that men were involved as well.

Alpine Township Fire Chief Ron Christians addressed the Board about a call emergency personnel
responded to at Gipper’s as the result of a fight. The responding emergency personnel had difficulty
reaching the victim and getting into the parking and noted a lack of signage designating “No
Parking/Fire Lane.” Chief Christians visited Gipper’s and informed management about the fire lane
requirements in addition to checking the fire extinguishers and the posting of the occupancy load sign.
When the Fire Chief returned four days later, he said the signs had been posted.

11-120 COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission: Cordes - The Planning Commission discussed the use of digital billboards
within the Township at their September meeting.
Zoning Board of Appeals: May - No variance requests were received and the August and September
meetings were cancelled.
Historical Commission: Schweitzer – The Committee honored the soldiers from the War of 1812 and
the Civil War. The voyager William Spencer would be slated to speak on October 15th about his
travels. The Committee thanked the Township for repaint their facilities.
Sewer & Water: Arends – A vote by the Board on NKSA S-2 Grant will take place later in the
meeting. The 4 Mile lift station could reapply for a low interest loan. Most of the work was completed
on the Westgate water mains and landscapers will work with residents on a one-on-one basis to fix any
lawns damaged by the project. The water pressure would also be changed at 9:00 AM on the 21st of
September for Westgate.
Park & Recreation: Wallace – The Committee had a review of the Parks & Recreation Budget. The
Committee was waiting on approval by the Township attorney regarding rules, regulations and
ordinances for Parks & Recreation before bringing it to the Township Board.
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11-121 REVIEW OF LIQUOR LICENSING FOR GIPPER’S BAR AND GRILL

Supervisor Arends explained that if the Board wishes to take action on the liquor license for Gipper’s,
a public hearing would have to be held with a notice of at least ten business days before the meeting
date.

Trustee Cordes stated his concern that if the Township Board did nothing in response to the violence at
Gipper’s, and someone else were severely injured, blame could fall on the Board for failing to act
when they had the chance. Trustee Cordes also mentioned a request by the Sheriff’s Department for
Gipper’s liquor license to be revoked.

Supervisor Arends clarified that the Sheriff’s Deputies were not requesting the liquor license be
revoked, but were simply expressing their concern regarding the incidents at Gipper’s and has
suggested that the Gipper’s Hip-Hop themed nights be stopped.

Trustee May commented on the high frequency of violence and drunken incidents that have occurred
at Gipper’s since receiving their dance and entertainment permit in November 2010, and stated his fear
of innocents being hurt in the Gipper’s vicinity.

Trustee Wallace mentioned the proximity of Gipper’s to residential areas. He stated that the incidents
at Gipper’s could become a greater problem for the Township.

Treasurer Townsend reviewed the criteria for revoking an establishment’s liquor license, including the
need for a public hearing.

A motion was offered by Townsend, with support from May, to schedule a public hearing for the
Gipper’s Bar and Grill liquor license at a special meeting to be held on October 10th, 2011. There
was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0.

11-122 DISCUSSION OF AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE #11-02

Treasurer Townsend explained the amendments to Ordinance 11-02. The original language of the
Ordinance allowed for the Township to lower the number of REU’s to one for vacant businesses
instead of the number they were initially assigned. Townsend explained that he wants to extend this
policy retroactively to January 1st, 2008 to insure everyone received the similar benefits of the
ordinance.

Supervisor Arends questioned the policy and that it makes the rest of the sewer users pay the
difference for the REU reduction to a vacant business, which would be unfair. He acknowledged that
he and the Board had voted for the ordinance, but now believed that was a mistake.

Townsend clarified that the policy of reducing the REUs was not at issue, as it had already passed the
Board. The questions are whether to provide the benefits of the ordinance retroactively; to change the
language regarding sufficient evidence of vacancy; and to charge a number of REUs proportional to
the levels of occupancy, in the case of businesses like strip malls.

In response to a question, the Treasurer clarified that the REUs would be rounded up to the nearest
whole REU when calculating the number proportional to occupancy. He used an example of a business
being assessed 6 REUs, operating at 48% capacity, and being charged 3 REUs on the sewer billing.
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Arends suggested the Board take time to consider different ways of applying REU’s to the sewer bills.
Arends also suggested the Board review Ordinance #11-02 in its entirety.

The Board decided to omit the references to applying the resolution retroactively from the amendments
after a discussion.

A motion was offered by Townsend, supported by May, to approve amendments regarding the
language in Section 2 of Ordinance #11-02 as presented with the exception of removing the
words “including retroactively”. The motion carried 4-3 with Arends, Wahlfield, and Cordes
opposing.

11-123 UPDATE- PROPERTIES AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Planner Sue Becker will be meeting with the CIP committee which consists of two Planning
Commission members, two Township Board members, and one resident volunteer. The committee will
be considering capital improvement possibilities for both the next 5-10 years, and for the more
immediate future.

Supervisor Arends stated that the concrete pad at the entrance to the fire bays at Fire Station #2 should
be a priority project. He had received two bids for the project; one from DeYoung’s Concrete in the
amount of $11, 319.00, and the other from Randy Dunneback in the amount of $12,260.00.

The Board reviewed the two bids and determined that DeYoung’s would have to add the cost of fiber
for the concrete before the two bids could be decided. The Township should obtain a third bid for the
concrete the project. The Board will wait for the receipt of a third concrete bid before making a
decision.

The replacement of the asphalt parking lot at Fire Station #2 was also discussed. Board members
requested that three bids be obtained for this project.

Arends stated the need for the bridge leading into the township offices at Six Mile Road be repaired or
widened. Trustee Cordes stated that he is gathering information on the project. Arends said he would
have to check to see if bids would be needed for the project.

11-124 REVIEW DRAFT-KENT COUNTY TAX ABATEMENT POLICY AND
PROCEDURE

The Kent County Supervisors put together a uniform Tax Abatement Policy that it would like all
Townships to adopt. It would allow The Right Place organization to direct businesses interested in
Tax Abatements to the appropriate townships and provide the businesses with all a standardized
policy.

It was suggested that the proposed policy be reviewed by the Township attorney before requesting
Board approval. It was pointed out that the proposed policy establishes an escrow fee of $1500.
Trustee Cordes questioned whether the Township should try to rely on Right Place recommendations,
stating that business owners should be allowed to decide where they want to establish their businesses.
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11-125 NKSA-S2 GRANT RESOLUTION AND INFORMATION

The attorneys for the Sewer Authority requested the Board approve a motion that in the event the
Township does not use the S-2 grant funds, the Township repay the amount of the grant.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Cordes, that that in event repayment is
required under the terms of the S-2 Grant applied for by the North Kent Sewer Authority on
behalf of the Township for Township sewer projects, the Township will reimburse the NKSA for
any required repayments of grant funds, in accordance with the proportionate share of project
costs funded by the S-2 Grants for Township projects. The motion carried 7-0.

11-126 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Christians gave a status report on the remodel work at Fire Station #2. He stated the new
overhead door is in place and a lock was installed on the single-man door. The Station #2 fire engine is
undergoing repairs.

Chief Christians brought up the possibility of hosting Fire Fighter training classes at Fire Station #1.
Rescue Resources would facilitate the education classes as outlined in the letter dated September 7,
2011. Training would be primarily classroom work, with up to four Alpine fire recruits having access
to the classes at no cost. The Fire Department would receive payments from other townships to
participate in the classes, and any extra funds above the cost of resources and instructors would be
profit for Alpine Township.

A motion was offered by Wallace, with support from May, to approve the Alpine Township Fire
Department to host the fire fighter classes at Fire Station #1 The motion carried 6-0.

Chief Christians reviewed the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) Agreement. The program
would allow the Alpine Township Fire Department to send vehicles to areas hit by disaster, and would
allow the Township to receive support from other regions in the event of a disaster. The Board decided
to take time to consider the Township’s agreement and bring it up at the October meeting. Christians
reminded the Board that the Silent Night Memorial Parade is on October 13th.

11-127 TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Townsend discussed the Point and Pay System which would allow residents to use credit and
debit cards as well as e-checks when paying bills to the Township. There will not be any costs or
service fees to the Township for using this system and it was noted that the Township attorney had
thoroughly reviewed the contract. Townsend acknowledged that service fees would be charged to
anyone using credit cards, debit cards and e-checks. In response to questions from the Board,
Townsend clarified that the program would not conflict with the E-Z Pay System for sewer and tax
bills and that the Point and Pay transactions dovetails with the current BS&A Software. A copy of the
signed contact with Point and Pay will be forwarded to Board members.

A motion was offered by May, supported by Cordes, to accept and approve the use of the Point
and Pay System for paying bills to the Township and authorize the Treasurer to sign the contract
on behalf of the Township. The motion carried 7-0.



Approved – Alpine Township Board Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2011 Page 6 of 6

11-128 PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comments were offered.

11-129 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS

Supervisor Arends stated that the Personnel Committee would need to schedule a meeting soon to
discuss several issues.

Clerk Wahlfield pointed out that a new Deputy Clerk had been hired, and was entering into his fifth
week on the job. A closed Presidential Primary will be held on February 28th, 2012.

Trustee May stated that the roof of the Sports Complex was leaking, and that it needed to be addressed.
The Halloween Party at the Sports Complex will be held on October 30 with the same format as last
year. Trustee May also commended the Fire Department for their response to an accident near his
home.

Treasurer Townsend explained that the Township audit was completed and suggested that Township
Auditor Dan Veldhuizen address the Board when the audit information is finalized. The legislature is
considering that Personal Property Taxes be eliminated and he noted that PPT represents about 7% of
the Township’s tax revenue. Townsend stated that on National Passport Day he processed 10
passports, took 17 photographs, and collected $394.25 in fees. Townsend stated that the field use rates
charged at the Sports Complex should be reviewed.

Trustee Wallace recommended that Mary Rangel run the concession stand at the Sports Complex again
next year, stating that she did a very good job during the 2011 season.

A motion was offered by Wallace, supported by May, to have Mary Rangel operate the
concession stand at the Sports Complex for the 2012 year. The motion carried 7-0.

11-130 ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting was offered by Townsend, with support from May, and the
meeting was adjourned at 10:05 in a motion that carried 7-0.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________ _____________________ _______________________________
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk Alex Arends, Supervisor Peter Carmody, Recording Secretary


